AD ALTARE DEI PRAYER SERVICE – CHAPTER 2: BAPTISM


Needed:
One large lit candle


A bowl of water


Candle for each Scout


Any banners created in the above requirement


Roll of paper towels

Begin in a darkened room with the Scouts gathered in a circle around the lit candle and the bowl of water.  Explain that we are gathered here to reflect upon our own baptism and to renew our commitment made at baptism.  After a period of prayerful silence have one of the Scouts share an appropriate prayer that he has written.

Leader:
Do you reject Satan?

Scouts:
Yes.
Leader:
What does it mean to reject Satan?

Scouts:
(answers will vary.)

Leader:
Do you reject all his works?

Scouts:
Yes.
Leader:
What does it mean to reject his works?

Scouts:
(answers will vary.)

Leader:
Do you reject all his empty promises?

Scouts:
Yes.
Leader:
What does it mean to reject his empty promises?

Scouts:
(answers will vary.)

Leader:
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth?

Scouts:
Yes.
Leader:
What does this mean?

Scouts:
(answers will vary.)

Leader:
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died, and was buried, 

rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?

Scouts:
Yes.
Leader:
What does this mean?

Scouts:
(answers will vary.)

Leader:
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, te communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and life everlasting?

Scouts:
Yes.
Leader:
What does this mean?

Scouts:
(answers will vary.)

Leader:
This is our faith, the faith of the church.  It is the faith in which we were baptized.  We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus 


our Lord.

Scouts:
Amen.
Next use the bowl of water in the center of the circle.  Have the Scouts wash the face or hands of the person on their left one at a time, saying, “Remember you were reborn with water.”  The counselor should be the first to perform this task, and the last to have his face washed, thus the circle is complete.  Paper towels may be needed to dry.

Have the Scouts share any petitions they wrote in the requirement above.

After they have all finished, explain the symbol of the candle as the light of Christ, noting how the one flame drives the darkness of night away.  In the Bible, darkness of night symbolized sinfulness, or the absence of Christ.  Instruct each Scout to think for a minute about how he recognizes the presence of Christ’s light in the person to his left.  Is there something he does, or an attitude he has, that reminds us of Christ’s presence in his life?  After a brief pause, the leader takes an unlit candle, lighting it from the center candle.  He gives it to the person on his left, saying “I see Christ present in your life because …”  The Scouts do the same, one by one, around the circle.

Have a Scout share a closing prayer that he has written.

